He had the chance to gain more experience in the field of natural products chemistry during his research stays in the laboratories of outstanding experts like the professors Reichstein (Basel), Tschesche (Bonn), Beal, and Doskotch (Ohio State University) during 1965-1971. Convallaria accompanied the scientific work of Prof. Kubelka through all these years, resulting in the Habilitation for Pharmacognosy in 1973. He is author of more than 100 publications dealing, for example, with the isolation and characterization of plant constituents, development of analytical methods suitable for the proof of quality of herbal substances and herbal preparations, biosynthesis of plant constituents, chemotaxonomy, and ethnopharmacology. He always took his responsibility for the education of students of pharmacy very seriously and introduced, for example, pharmacobotanical field excursions into the curriculum. Since 1985, Prof. Kubelka has been the editor-in-chief of Scientia Pharmaceutica. During these years, he guided this journal from the printed version to the online edition with free access to full texts. The editorial board of Scientia Pharmaceutica congratulates Prof. Kubelka on the occasion of his 80 th birthday with the best wishes for his future.
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